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CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART MOUNTS PICASSO SHOW AS SALUTE TO HISPANIC CULTURE 

A small exhibition of works in which Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) expressed 
his abhorrence of the Spanish Civil War will be on view at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art from September 6 through November 27, I 988 . Picasso and the 
Spanish Civil War is part of "Festival Fantastico! , " an area-wide celebration 
of Hispanic arts and cultures coordinated by the Great Lakes Theater Festival. 
The Museum will also offer films, lectures, concerts, and teacher workshops in 
conjunction with the festival of I 30 Hispanic cultural events (See details on 
Page 2.) Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free. 

The centerpiece of the show is Picasso's powerful Cubist still life 
painting. Bull's Skull, Fruit, Pitcher , which the Museum acquired in I 985 . 
Picasso completed it on January 29, 1939, just days after Barcelona had fallen 
to General Francisco Franco's Falangist army. A cracked, twisted skull of a 
bull recalls the inevitable death of even the most brutal forces; a water 
pitcher and flowering tree suggest the power of life-giving forces. 

A 1937 portfolio titled Dream and Lie of Franco , comprising two etchings 
and a handwritten poem, record Picasso's deepest feelings during this violent 
period in European history. The prints show Franco as a grotesque, polyp- 
headed tyrant destroying all in his path. Proceeds from the sale of the 
portfolio aided the Republican cause during the Spanish Civil War. Although 
themes of war are rare in Picasso's work, the show includes two lithographs 
from Picasso's 193^ series, Lysistrata . which was published as an illustration 
for the play in which Lysistrata, in a strategy to end war between Athens and 
Sparta, incited the Athenian women to leave their conjugal beds until the 
fighting stopped. 
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Photographs and newspaper clippings record Picasso making the mural , The 
Bombardment of Guernica , which Picasso painted after the Basque town had been 
destroyed. Commissioned for the Spanish pavilion at the 1937 Paris World's 
Fair, the mural is an impassioned condemnation of war and fascism. 

* * * 


LECTURE SERIES — Poetic and Spiritual Aspects of Spanish Art 

Wednesdays at 2:15 pm. Education Department staff give slide lectures. 


October 12 
October 19 
October 26 
November 2 
November 9 
November 16 


The Paintings of El Greco 

17th-Century Spanish Painting 

Barcelona's Visionary Architect: Antonio Gaudi 

El Amor Bruho (Burning Love) : Painting and Music 

Picasso's Spanish Heritage 

The Spanish Civil War and Robert Motherwell 


FILM SERIES — Images in the Shadows: A History of Spanish Cinema 

Wednesdays at 7:^5 pm and Sundays at 2:15 pm, through September 28 
Call for a three-page list of films in the series, which began August 3. 

ORGAN RECITAL — Karel Paukert 

Sunday, October 16 at 2:00 pm, the Museum's Chief Curator of Musical Arts 
performs Spanish music for organ, harpsichord, and fortepiano. 

BENEFIT CONCERT — Pepe Romero, guitarist 

Friday, October 21 at 8:00 pm, the celebrated guitarist performs classical 
Spanish and flamenco music in a benefit for the Museum's Department of Musical 
Arts. Presented by the Dick Lurie Guitar Studio, Cleveland Heights, and 
supported by WCLV-FM and WEWS-TV. Call 321-6933 or 321-8460 for tickets . 

TEACHER WORKSHOPS — Participants must register by calling ^21-73^0, ext. ^69. 

Wednesday, September 28: Teacher Resource Center program on Spanish art. 

Friday, October l4 (NEOTA day): Morning sessions on Spanish painting and 
culture j 1:00 pm puppet show, Martindale Puppeteers j 2:00 pm performance, 
Fairmount Spanish Dancers. 
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For additional information or black-and-white photographs, please contact 
Public Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III50 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44l06; 216/421-7340. 



